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Dete L ining supra glacial debris thickness:
A do we need to, and how can we do it?
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As mountain glaciers recede a greater proportion of the glaciated
area becomes dirty of covered in rock material. The thickness of
this debris cover determine whether the underlying ice will melt

faster or slower as a result of the debris cover. Therefore, in order
to refine projections of glacier runoff, it is necessary to determine
the current, and future thickness of the debris cover. In this talk I
will present the ways in which debris cover thickness can be
determined in the field, and discuss how these data can be
integrated with satellite data to generate regional-wide estimates
of supra glacial debris thickness.
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